
Wow, we must have blinked! October seems to have gone by so incredibly fast. Julie 

and I are so grateful to God for the work that we were able to do in Sheridan, and now 

we are overcome with excitement at the opportunities that lie ahead as we continue to 

serve the Lord of Lord and King of Kings! Most of you who are reading this report have 

supported Julie and me for some time now and it is not news to you that we have moved 

to our new mission field — Fredericksburg, VA! But, for some of our readers, you may 

have missed that update, so I am pleased to share that we are established on the field. 

Our house is set up (mostly). Our new mission has embraced us as missionaries. Our new sending church, First  

Baptist Church of Kingstowne, has encouraged us. And, we are already seeing fruit for our labors.  

During October, we managed to do a little door to 

door outreach as we unpacked and set up our home. 

We also managed to host a Pizza Party at the Pas-

tor’s Place for our teens. I was very pleased that we 

had nine teens present including three guests two of 

whom do not regularly attend Benchmark. 

We also managed to fellowship with our sending 

church—twice! The first time was on Wednesday, 

October 5th, when we moved our membership, the church laid hands on us and offi-

cially sent us out as their missionaries! The second time was near the end of the month 

when they came to Fredericksburg for an annual trip to the Belvedere Plantation for a day of fun and festivity.  

And we managed to become Virginians! That may not sound like much but 

it was a bit more difficult than one might think. Our vehicles had to get State 

inspections and we had to get new drivers licenses. Since we are provided a 

parsonage with utilities, we had nothing that Virginia would accept to show 

that I was really a resident, not even a letter from Benchmark stating that I was 

their new pastor and living in their parsonage would suffice. So, we had to wait 

to receive something in the mail that would meet their criteria. Finally, our 

renters insurance policy arrived and they accepted that. Next - my gun permit! 
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Financial Report 

Benchmark Baptist Fellowship is a mission of First Baptist Church of Kingstowne.  As their missionaries, Julie and I 

are supported by the collective giving of First Baptist, the folks at Benchmark, and by churches and individuals of the 

American Baptist Association.  

We are so grateful for and humbled by your support.  

Thank you for giving so that we can continue to serve the Lord as missionaries. 

This month’s received funds as one can see were a bit less than usual. That is due to our transition to both a new field 

and a new sending church. Several former supporting churches have confirmed that the plan to continue supporting 

our work and we are grateful for this. Some already have sent the funds to our former sending church and those are 

being forwarded to us and will be reflected in next month’s report. I am still waiting on other churches to verify that 

they will continue to financially support our ministry. However, most noticeably missing are salary support funds 

from the American Baptist Association. As we organized the work in Sheridan and moved to a new sending church, 

we had to come off of ABA salary support as interstate missionaries.  

Until such time as we can begin receiving those funds, your generous giving would be most greatly appreciated.  

Julie and I would like to give a special word of THANKS to the members of Sheridan First Baptist Church for their 

support of our ministry here in Fredericksburg. SFBC voted to begin supporting us on a monthly basis and we are so 

very grateful to the for that. But, you will also note the extremely generous act of giving for the month of October. 

Their generous love offering has helped us settle into our new home and we cannot tell them enough how much we 

love them and are praying for them to continue to grow as a church.  

General Funds*  

 First Baptist Church of Inwood, Inwood WV, $491.75  

 First Baptist Church of Kingstowne $2,800.00  

 Benchmark Baptist Fellowship $1,800.00  

Designated Funds**  

 Sheridan First Baptist Church $3,009.76  

   

 * Distributed as salary  

 ** Distributed as specified to the Schoeffs  


